0 


LEITER 


To a Weſt-Country 
Clothier and Freeholder, 


Concerning the Parliament's RejeQing 
The French Treaty of Commerce, 


By way of ADVICE, 
IN | 
The Enſuing ELECTIONS. | 


With a LIST of thoſe that Voted | 
Fo2 the Vill. | 


„ „* 


„ — mt Al... 


— 


nn... et, 


Printed in the Year, 1713. 
Price Four-Pence. ] | 


N= 17413. DUE ©, > 


Se tss NV 3 


1 A 
J 
3 
Frenci 
very {| 
done | 
tion, 
ſons v 
derſta 
again 
IWhrgs 

Thi 
Zeal | 
ſh h1 
2 Def 
the A; 
ment 
the Pe 
before 
the ad 
but he 
nefits 
this I 
contin 
the G 
But I 
Mank 
this | 
Treat! 

Be! 
der 2 


SIR, 


Am very much ſurprized at the Endeayours whieh 
you tell me ſome People uſe, to give rhe Country 
an ill Opinion of thoſe who voted againſt the 

French Treaty of Commerce. I cannot but think it 
very ſtrange Uſige to hon:ſt Gentlemen, who have 
done ſuch grꝛat Things for her Majzſty and the Na- 
tion, that they ſhould not only be repreſented as Per- 
ſons very Ignorant of what they oughr chiefly to un- 
derſtand; but alſo be ſent down into thzir Countrys, 
againſt the new Elections, wich the odious Mark gt 
Whigs and Whimſicals. 

The Parliament, 'tis true, out of their Affection, 
Zeal and Duty, to her Majeſty, has given whatever 
ſh: his defir'd : Millions after Millions; and not with 
2 Defign to carry on a War, bur to procure a Peace ; 
the Advantage of which was to have been the Enlarge- 
ment and Increaſe of our Commerce; but now that 
the Peace is made, and the Treaty of Commerce laid 
before them, they have not underſtood, we are told, 
the advantageous Conditions that have been obrain'd, 
but have prevented the Nation from reaping thoſe Be- 
nefits it fo much wants. If after this Manner, and in 
this Light, the Memory of this Parliament is to be 
continued to Poſterity, I believe few will envy them 
the Glory their Nimes will meet with in future Ages: 
But I hope a ſhort ſpace of Time will convince all 
Mankind, that the Parliament was not deluded in 
this Matter, and that they have not delſcrved the 
Treatment they have met with. 

Beſides, I muſt defire you to reflect, in what a ten- 
der and reſpectful — Parliament proceeled 
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on this Occaſion: Formerly, when a certain Treaty 
appear*d to them to carry with it but a bare poſſibility 
of Prejudice to no very conſiderable part of our Trade, 
they voted rhe Perſon that made ir, and all thoſe that 
were any ways concern'd in it, Enemys to their Coun- 
7ry; but how differently have they choſen to a in 
this Affair? They only refus'd to repeal a great many 
La''s in order to render this Treaty Effedtasl ; the 
pls'd no Cenſutes on the Perſons that negotiated and 
concluded it; but, on the cqntraty. in a very few 
days after, leſt the flight Wounds which they had gi- 
ven ſhould feſter, they were content ro lick them 
themſelves. They repreſent the Ediſice which had 
been railing /o long, and with ſo much Artifice, as a 
good Foundation, tho not a perfett Building; and hum- 
bly defire, that all that which was imperjet{ might be 
arended, and all that which was unintelligible might 
be rxp/ain'd, This, one would have thought, might 
have recover d them from their fall State, and re- 
ſtord them to Favour. However, as the Love of 
one's Country is the greateſt and moſt noble Vertue, 
Y its Service is its own Reward ; and with this Satiſ- 
faction theſe 12rd Gentlemen may wait patiently till 
they have that Juſtice done them which no impartial 
Perſen, who is fully inſorm'd of the thing it (elf, 
can refuſe them. . 

Lou, Sir, I am cert iin, cannot but agree with me 
in this Opinion, becauſe tis impoſſible but that a Man 
of your Underſtanding in Trade, muſt be convinc'd, 
bow Fatal the ratifying in Parliament the 8th and 9th 
Articles muſt have been to this Nation; you cannot 
bur have been convinc'd of this, by the Repreſenta- 
tion of the Merchants to the Lord Commiſſioners of 
Trade and Plantations, in the Lear 1674. by which 
it appears, that the Nation at that time loſt upwards 
of a Million a Year by the Trade with France, and 
that that Scheme was inconteſtably proved to be a 
true one in the Houſe of Commons, 1 have formeily 
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acquainted you. But I might alſo refer you to all the 


Petitions in the Votes, and to the Speeches of Mr. 


Cook, Mr, Milner, Mr. Toriano, Mr. Aiſlabie, Sir Tho 
Hanmer, Sir Arthur Kay, Mr. Smith of Glaſgow, and 
ſeveral others, which I ſent you down whilſt this 
matter was in Agitation. But ſuppoſing you had nor 
ſeen thoſe Excellent Diſcourſes, is it not enough to 
ſatisfy the World, that they know the Senſe of the 
Parliament in this matter? If they have been deluded 
in one thing, they may have been deluded in others, 
and that may go farther than they who make the Ob- 
jection, perhaps, would have ic; *twould be very 
ſtrange it this ſhould be the o Error they have 
committed theſe three Years, eſpecially when we con- 
ſider how much pains they took to inform themſelves 
fully. Never was any Matter manag'd with more 
Deliberation and Candour ; rhe numerous Petitions 
which were ſent up from all Parts ot the Nation a- 
gainſt this Treaty, were all rcad and examin'd, the 
Merchants and Tradeſmen were beard in doth Houſes 
and rho great Numbers appear'd againſt the Bill, no 


one appear'd for it. Now, when a Matter has been 


ſo ſolemnly debated before both Houſes of Patlia- 
ment, and, according to all app-arance, would have 
been condemn'd by a conſiderable Majority in the 
Houſe of Lords, and aQually has been condemnꝰd 

the Houſe of Commons; is not this enough to latisfy 
all the reaſonable part of Mankind, that they thought 
what was offer'd, pernicious to the Publick ? What 
can be more convincing? And is ir not wonderful, 
that againſt all this ſubſtantial Evidence, any bedy 
would be ſo weak, as to put into the Ballance the 
falſe and trifling Argutnents of The Mercator; 4 Pa- 
per which is now certainly known 10 be written by Da- 
niel Foe, 4 Fellow who has proſtituted his Pen in the 
vileft manner to all Partys, and to all 22 , who 
has formerly ſuffer'd the moſt ignominious Pumſhment, 
end is at preſent under Proſecuticn, by ber Majeſty's 
"0 | : | Order, 
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Order, for Three infamozs and treaſonable Libelt, 4. 
gainſt our Queen, againſt the Proteſtant Sucarſfion, and 


againſt the Minifiry ; fo that this Author, notwith- 


{tanding his fair P:etences, is a Snake in the Grafs. 
As for thoſe Gentlemen who gave their Votes for 
the Bill, I herewith ſend you an exaQ Liſt of them; 
by which you will find, that near tw» Thirds of the 
185 have Places, or an immediate Dependance upon 
the Court; and amongſt the reſt of them, a great ma- 
ny have no Concern in Trade, nor any Eſtates in Land, 
and are not qualify'd to ſerve in Parliament agiin: On 
the other fide, amongſt thoſe who Voted againſt the 


Bill, there are, to their Honour be ir ſpoken, ſome 


Worthy Patriots, who Voted for their Country, againſt 
thtir Places, Eight and twenty Knighrs of Shires, 
and thoſe ſ me ot rhe molt confiderable in Great Bre 
tin; almoſt all the Repreſentatives of the great Tra- 
ding Citys, ſuch as London, Briſt:l, Exeter, Ec. and 
the Remainder of the 194. are chiefly Gentlemen of 
great Eſtates in Land, or very rich Mzrchants. Be- 
ſides it appears that the Majority of thoſe that were 
abſent, was on the ſide of the Whigs. | 

But I will not inſiſt any longer up3n the Reception 
the 8th and 9th Articles have met with in England ; 
I will inform yo» whit Opinion they have of them in 
France, and this is an»ther way to diſcover to which 
Kingdom they are Bencficial. The Mercator boldly 
affirms, th 1c the People in Fance look upon them as 
prejudicial to them, and that they are very glad they 
were rejecte] by the Pailizment But rhe Paris Ga- 
gette, which gives an exact Account how the Bill was 
thrown our, does nor take notice of that Tranſac- 
tion as a Subject of Joy to France, but infinuates, 
— the Bill was to be hrought in again next Set- 
ion. 


But I have a better Evidence in my Hands than any 


Gagette whatever, which will put this Matter out 
of Diſpute; and that is an Authentick Paper which 
ä Was 


C93 
was deliver d at the Door of the Hruſe of Comnont, 
the Day of that Memorable Debate; an Abſtra& of 
which follows. 


The Ship Succeſs of Haſtings, Ben. Meadow Ma- 
e ſter : The John and Elizabeth of London, William 
« Akid Maſter ; The — — 
Hohn Fellows Maſter: The Mary and Elizabeth, 
% P. Faſtram Maſter, Theſe four Ships took in 
their Loading in London, bound for Rhoan in 
„ France: Their Cargo conſiſted of Lead, Red Lead, 
White Lead, Logwood, Fuſtick, and other Wood 
for Dyer's Uſe; and Pepper, Shellack, Glew, 
* Horns, and Kid's Hair. After their Arrival at 
* Rhoan, having made a true Report of their Ships 
and Cargo, they were ſeiz'd the 4th of April laſt, 
the Hatches feal'd up by the Admiralty and Cuſtom- 
* bouſe, and the Maſters were ſummon'd to appear 
© betore the Judge of the Admire/ry, to ſee their 
Ships condemn'd for the King's Uſe, and to pay 
* 3000 Livres Fine, each of them, purſuant to a 
* Law, as they ſay, bearing Date the 6th of Sept. 
4 1701, Which prohibits almoſt all Exgliſb Goods, 
© except Corn, Eatables, Ec. But a French Ship 
called La Marie Thereſe, Francis Mailard Maſter, 
* came alſo from London at the ſame time with vs, 
* loaden with the very ſame ſorts of Goods, and was 
* deliver'd ; as alſo ſeveral Hamburebers did deliver 
* there the very ſame Species of Goods, without 
* any Difficulty, Three of vs Maſters went up to 
Paris, and apply'd to Mr. Prior, who ſpoke abott 
it to the Miniſters of State there, bur in vain, 
„ All we could learn there from the Merchants in 
* Rhozn, why we thould be uſed ſo ſeverely, and 
* other Nations permitted to bring in thoſe ſame 
Goods, was, That they believ'd it zbe Parliament 
* of England had ſcttled the Trade with France, we 
*- thoyld be more favourably us'd, and till then, no- 
* thing 
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thing muſt be brought from Exgland, except Corn, 
* Oxen, and ſuch like. | | 

This is another ſort of Evidence, than the Merca- 
ror*s bare Word ; bete is a Maſter of a Ship in Perſon 
come directly from France, to lay his own, and his 
Fellow-ſufferers Caſe betore the Parliament, and rea- 
dy to certify upon Oath, it requir'd, That the French 
us'd the Engliſh worſe than any other Nation, becauſe 
the Parliament had not paſs d a Bill for confirming 
the Treaty of Commerce; and that the Eng/;/h might 
expect to be better us'd, if they would paſs ſuch a 
Bill, but not till then. Here you ſee, that twas in 
vain that Her Majeſty's Miniſter apply d for Redreſs 
to the French Court : The Maſter ſaid that Mr. Prior 
could not ſo much as procure the Liberty for the Ships 
to return home again. What has been done ſince, in 
order to get them diſcharg d; whether the Merchants 
have prov'd the Goods to belong to French Men, or 
whether they are yet diſcharg'd, or not, I cannot teil. 
How vaſtly different is this Information from the Mer. 
cators Traſh? Does it not ſufficiently prove, That the 
French know very well that this Treaty is advan- 
tageous to them, fince they uſe their beſt Friends ſo ill, 
in order to get the 8th and 9th Articles confirm'd by 
our Parliament? 

But ſuppoſe now, for Argument- ſake, we fhould 
allow what ought not to be allow'd, and what can 
never be proy'd, viz. That England may get by ſuch 
a Trade with France; that will not prove that it 
ought to be open'd fon theſe Terms, unleſs it be firſt 
made appear, that we ſhall not ſuffer more by the 
Loſs of our Trade in other Places. Some ſay we got 
2 or 300000 J. a Year, during the laſt Peace, by the 
Trade with France x but tis very well known, we 
have got above a Million a Year by that with Portugal 
during the War, and *tis as certain that theſe two 
Trades, according tothe preſent Treaty of Commerce 


with France, ate inconſiſtent ; They are ſer oppoſite 
to 


ihall 


(9) 


to one another, as appears by a Treaty made ſome 
Years fince with Portugal, entirely upon account of 
our Woollen ManufaQuures, for which I mutt own, I 
cannor help 3 the Perſons that made it, how- 
ever I may differ from them in other Matters; for *ris 
the Portugal Trade which has ſupported us in the War, 
and without ir, we ſhould ſoon find the Peace more 
burthenſome than the War. But J need not talk to a 
Weſt-Country-Man, who for ſeveral Years, has ſeen 
ſo much Portugal Gold in the Fairs, Markets, Shops, 
and amongſt the Gentlemen's Stewards, how advan- 
tageous the Portugal Trade is to England; You will 
be glad ro hear it is every Day encreaſing, which the 
Mercator himſelf owns, and tells us it is owing to 
the Portugueſe having lately diſcover'd prodigious 
Gold Mines. And is it not worth our While to Trade 
with ſuch a Nation? Thoſe Gold Mines have not been 
diſcover'd for them, but for us, it we are not ſo mad, 
as at all Adventures, to break fo beneficial a Treaty. 
By this Treaty, the King of Portugal conſents that 
we ſhall have his Gold for our Woollen Manufadctures; 
but by the preſent Treaty of Commerce with France, 
the French are to have our Money for their Wines 

Silks, Brandys, Sc The Trade with Portugal will 
Maintain, nay, Enrich our Poor; that with France, 
as ſtared in the Eighth and Ninth Articles, will Beg- 
gar and Undoe our Gentry, But here I will let 
you have a Trauflation ot the Porrugal Treaty, be- 
cauſe, perhaps, you may never have ſeen it; and be- 
cauſe, tor a good while together, it was deny'd there 
was any ſuch Treaty. 


Tranſlation of the Treaty, fign'd at Lisbon 
the 27th of December, 1703. 
Article 1ſt. 
His Sacred Royal Majeſty of Portugal promiſes 
for himſelf and bis Succeſfors, Taar Liberty 
{hall be given to bring into Portugal tor-ever heteaftet 
B Woollen 
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Woollen Cloths, and all forts of Woollen Manufac- 


tutes of Great-Britain, in the ſame manner as uſed to 


be done before they were prohibited by the Laws, up- 
on this Condition nevertheleſs, 


Article 2d. 

To wit, That Her Sacred Royal Majeſty of Great- 
Britain and Her Succeſſors, hall be obliged in all times 
to come, to admit the Wines of the Growth of Por- 
tugal into Great-Britain, in ſuch manner, as that at 
no time hereafter (whether there be Peace or War be- 
tween Great-Britain and France) any thing more be 
demanded for thoſe Wines by the name of Cuſtom or 
Duty, or by any other Title, directly or indirely, 
than two Thirds of the Cuſtom or Duty which is de- 
manded for the fame Quantity, or Mæaſure of French 
Wine, whether thoſe Wines are brought into Great- 
Britain in Hogſheads or Casks, or in any other Veſ- 
ſels ; but it this Abatement of Cuſtoms which is to 
be made, as is aforeſaid, ſhall be prejudic'd in any 
manner, or aboliſh'd, Ir H be Juſt and Lawful for 
his Sacred Royal Mijey of Portugal 10 trobibit again 
the Woollen Cloths, and the reſi of the Woo!len Manu- 
failures of, Great-Biitain, 


Thus ir appears plainly by this Treaty, That if the 
Duty upon French Wines had, purſuant to our Treaty 
of Commerce with France, been made equal with chat 
upon the Portugal Wines, this great Branch of our 
Woollen Trade had been cur oft; for not the Woollen 
Cloths only, as the Mercator falſely alſerte, would 
have been prohibited, but alfo all the other Weollen 
ManufaQtures of Great-Bri/ain, which is one of the 
Reaſons why our good Friends the French ſo much de- 
lir'd to ſee their new Treaty take place. They are not 
ignorant of the vaſt Advantages we make by the Trade 
with Portugal, in the Diſpoſal of our Woellen Manu- 
Jallures: They have Woollen ManutaQuies for __ 
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and want to be makirg a Treaty with them, as ſoon as 
we have broken ours; for at preſent all ſorts of 
French Woollen Goods ave prohibited in Portugal, 
Monſieur Menager offer d the Portugal Miniſters 
at Utrechr, above 7 Weeks ſince, a Plan of a Treaty 
of Commerce which is very advantag-ous to Portu- 

— The French will 
give them Leave to bring their Tobaccos iuto France, 
by reducing the Dutys immediately (NOT HERE- 
AFTER) and their Sugars of all forts, rwirhout /cuch 
Reftriftions as the Engliſh are obliged to, provided 
they will come into che Treaty laſt mention'd : They 
uſe all manner of Arguments induce to the Poriugueſe 
to it. One of the - Miniſtets, at the very fame 
time that their Friends here were prefhing the Patlia- 
rent to break in upon the Portugal Treaty, told the 
Portugal Plenipotemiarys, that the ill Treatment of 
the En —ſb, in having no Regard ro that Treaty, and 
alſo upon other O. caſions, might juſtly provoke Per- 
tugal to {light ſuch ungraceful People, and joyn with 
France in the Treaty propos d. In fhorr, tis plain, 
that the Trade with Portugal is the only Trade that 
can be of the greateſt Importance io England, eſpe- 
cially now that Spain is in the Hands of the Houle of 
Bourbon, For this Reiſon, I was cxiremely glad, 
when J heard that the King of Portugal was one of 
the firſt that came into Her Majeſty's Meaſurcs, in re. 
lation to the Peace. This give me good Ground t9 
hope, that ſome Advantages might be gain'd tor him, 
as a Reward for that young Prince's reſigninęg himſel 
entirely to Her Majeſty's Care: Befides, I confiler'd 
of how much Conlequence every thing that related 
to him, muſt be ro us in point of Trade, which 
when the Peace took place, was all we had to con- 
cern ourſelves abour, 
lam ſorry, chat that King's reaſonable Demands 
have not been yer comply d with by Spain; but when 
the Spaniſh Ambaſſador ——_ at Utrtcht, the * 
2 £2 
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gal Miniſters told him, that their Maſter would be 
now contenred that all the Places which bad been 
taken on either fide, during the War, might be re- 
ſtor'd, and that they were ready to give up the Towns 
which they had taken upon the Frontiers of Spain, 
provided they might have their Settlement upon the 
River Plata in the Weſt Indies, of which the Spaniards 
had diſpoſſeſs'd them in this War; that that Settle- 
ment wis of the urmolt Importance to Portugal, be- 
cauſ it give occaſion to a Communication between 
the Br gilt and the Country of Peru; and that this 
was fir ſhort of what a certain Pe promisd to 
procure tor them, when the Plan of Peace was firſt 
propos'd : In aniwer to which, Monfieur Monteleone 
told Yhem, That he wonder'd the ſhould be ſo much 
9 


impa'd upon; for he could affure them, that that 
P. 2 engag'd to M. Menager, not to intermeddle 
in the Affaits of Portugal; and that *rwas upon that 
Conſidetation, that the King of Spain had yielded 
up two or three Places. Monſieur Montelcone muſt 
needs be miſtaken in this Mitter; but yer 'tis 
certain that the Spaniards act as it they depended up- 
on it, for at the Place of Treaty, they make every 
Day more and more unreaſonable D-mands 4 and on 
the Frontiers of Portugal, they have got together a 
conliderabl: Army, and are ready to ſer down before 
Campo Major, as the Portugueſe apprehend ; but we 
2re very well aſſuted that the King of Sparn has made 
the moſt ſolemn Promiſes not to attempt any thing 
againſt Portugal, and therefore Endeavouts are uſed 
to per ſ ade them to be eaſy, and no doubt they will 
be taken care of; for ſhovid that Country and its 
Lominions fall into the Hands of the Houſe of Bour- 
bon, that Family will then be in Poſſeſſion of all the 
Gold in the World, a Metal which Her Majeſty, who 
8 the Ballance, would ſoon perceive the Weight 
of. 
For my part, you know what an Admirer I _ 
| A 
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all along been of the new Adminiſtration, how much 
I have applauded their Zeal for our Church, add the 
Service they have done their Country, in putting a 
ſtop to that Flame of War which muſt at laſt have 
conſum'd us, I beartily defire that the Peace may be 
laſting, but I can never pretend to ſay, that all the 
Advantages have been agreed ro for our Trade, that 
might have been wiſh'd, except there are others vr 
yet publick. However, that is the Buſineſs of a 
Houſe of Commons, and I hope we ſhall ger fuck 
2 one as underſtands Trade, otherwiſe 1 ſear we 
ſhall be very great Suffterers. In the mean time, 
it were to be wiſh'd, that her Majeſty, who, I am 
certain, has very much Goodneſs and Compaſſion 
for her People, had heard half of what was faid a- 
gainſt the French Treaty of Commerce in the Houſe 
where ſhe ſpoke laſt. 

As for thoſe who are not content to give the Mini- 
ſters their due Praiſes for having overcome all the Ob- 
ſtacles to this Peace, which had been ſo induſtriouſly 
and artificially contriv'd to prevent it; as alſo for re- 
covering the Nations Credir, and almoſt entirely ſup- 
preſſing Faction; but who mult, beſides all this, be 
declaring, what great Advantages we have gaind in 
Trade; | defire them to take this ſhort and general 
View, how oar Trade ſtands at preſent. 

Tae Fiſhery of Newfoundland, and all the Iſlands 
thereabouts, tho ſecur'd by an Act of Parliament to 
the Natives of Great Britain, * exclu- 
five of all others, is given, in great * See 106 
meaſure, by the Treaty of Peace to 11. Gail. 3, 
France and Spain, aud all the ſaid If- cap. 25. 
lands are entirely given to Fance; fo 
that thoſe two Countrys being our chief Markers for 
Fiſh, and they being now to be ſupply'd by their 
own Ships and their own People with that Commo- 
dity, our Fiſhery is almoſt become uſeleſs to us; for 
if the French and Spaniards have no occaſion W 

n. 


(14) 

Fiſh, what fignifys it upon how good Terms we can is ſo ſe 
carry them thither, ſuppoſing we had, in that reſpect, it mul 
all we can ask? If they had been under a Neceſſity, | to bel 
as formerly, to have taken our Fiſh, becauſe they Worlc 
could have none any were elſe, they muſt have done things 
all they could to have encourag d us ro have brought not 01 
it to them. | dent | 

As for our Trade with Spain, we are yet in the for th 
Dark about it; for tho it was underſtood that her ſhoule 
M. jeſty would have laid the Spaniſh Treaty before the dealt 
Parliament, and altho it was brought over ten Days Bui 
before the Prorogation, yet it was not made publick. Mercl 

Our Trade to the South. Sea is a meer Embrio, and muſt 
the Affair of the Aſſiento, as appears by the addi- len G 
tional Article of the Contract, has hitherto been TFrenc. 
carry d on with great Loſs to the Perſons concermd have 
in it. State 

The Trade with France is ſuch, as even this Parlia- reign 
ment cannot come into; tho 'ris certain they are as in an 
much devoted to the Service of thoſe that made ir, as tbat d 
ever any Parliament was. Fol 

Our Trade to Trkey and the Streiehts, muſt every but b. 
day decreaſe, by reaſ n that the Freach now ſend great Shop 


Quantitys of Goods thirher, Noru 

As for our Flanders Trade, of which ſo much has Lance 

been talk'd, we know not what to think on'r, while J have 

tis carry'd on by an Army of 14 or 15000 Men, an when 

Expence which 2 s. in the Pound will not afford, and Silks 

conſequently theſe Trades, under ſuch Circumſtances, all th 

cannot he of any Advantage to the Nation. | 2 Ruin: 

| But that which muſt not be omitted, is the Wound chant 
; which almoſt all our Trade in general muſt have re- Stock 


ceivd by the Sth and gth Articles being ratify'd ; for |} 2 gre: 


tho it did not ſucceed, yet the apprebenſion of it has to th 
put all Bufineſs to a ſtand ; neither is it likely to re- main 
vive now the Wound is kept pen, by the Reſo- || Fo 
lution that is taken to attempt it n. This is the |] ApPTr 
true and only reaſon of that Deadn<1» vt Trade which ready 
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is ſo ſenſibly felt by all ſort ot People at preſent, and 
it muſt continue till the apprehenfion of what is known 
to be ſo fatal to ir, be remov'd ; for what part of the 
World can a Merchant ſet himſelf ro Trade to, whilſt 
things are in this Fluctuation and Uncertainty > Muſt 
not our Cloths and Stuffs be a Drug, when no pru« 
dent Perſon will venture to provide a great Quantity 
for the Portugal Exportation, for fear that King 
ſhould be compell'd to break a Treaty which we have 
dealt with in ſoch a manner? 

But ſuppoling this ſhould not happen, how can our 
Merchants engage for the Portugal Wines, which 
muſt be taken, in part, for the Returns of our Wook 
len Goods, when they can have no Aſſurance that the 
trench Duty ſhall not be lower'd before they can 
bave diſpos'd of thoſe Wines here? And this is the 
State of our Trade with Italy, and ſeveral other Fo» 
reign Markets, and conſequently Trade muſt needs be 
in a miferable Condition, efpecially amongſt thoſe 
that deal in the Woollen Manufactures. | 

For the ſame Reaſons, our Home Buſmeſs cannot 
but be in a very languiſhing State; for how can the 
Shopkeepers employ the Silk-Weavers of London, 
Norwich, Canterbury, Cc. or the Linnen-Weavers of 
Lancaſhire, Yorkſhire, Somerſelſbire, c. in order to 
bave a good Stock by them again(t the next Winter, 
when no body knows but that a Deluge of French 


1 Silks and Linnens may be pour'd in upon them, and 


all their Stocks be left upon their hands, to their utrer 
Ruin? Rather than run ſuch great Hazards, Mer- 
chants and Tradeſmen chuſe to put their Mony into 
Stocks and the publick Funds, which muſt needs be 
a great Hindrance to Trade, and an irreparable Loſs 
to the poor Manufacturers, who have nothing to 
maintain their Familys, but their daily Labour. 

For my own part, I mult tiankly own Lam toll of 
Apprehenfions of the ill Conlequence of what has al- 
ready pals'd in rclation to the $th and 9th Articles F 

an 
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and when I confider, that perbaps the ſathe in all 
Points may be tatify'd in Parliament (for I am ſenfi- 


ble very great Efforts will be made towards it) Ido t 


know: what can afford us a more diſmal Profpe& to 
our Trade: The pernicious Conſequences will be im- 
mediately felt by the Nation, the French will in a 
little time draw all our ready Money from us, and 
many Thouſands of our Poor will be reduc'd to a 
ſtarving Condition: The People will never be at quiet 
till that Law be again repeal'd ; and what a fatal 
Strife will this be to Exg/and? This will be like a War 
in our very Vitals, and infinitely more deſtructive than 
any War we have yet been engag'd in. 

Bur, as yet, it is in our own Powers to prevent it, 
and this it moſt nearly concerns us all to do, by 
making choice of ſuch Members as are capable of ſo 
important a Buſineſs as our Trade, and honeſt enough 
not to be byaſsd by any Means whatſoever. 

If ever there was a Neceſſity for us to exert our 
utmoſt Abilitys, it is on this Occaſion. We are now, 
at length, got out of a long and grievous War; we 
have happily ſecur'd our Church beyond all manner of 
Danger; and we have nothing now to do, but to take 
care of our Trade, which if we do not, we ſhall in 
a little while, be the moſt Beggarly, and the molt 
Miſerable Nation upon Earth, and the Jeſt of all 
Mankind. | 

[ do, and always ſhall, own my ſelf to be a moſt 
paſſionate Admirer of our Gracious Queen, the beſt 
of Princes, and all Her Glorious Actions; and fol am 
of thoſe Able Miniſters, She, in Her great Wiſdom, 
has thought fir to employ z and *tis for this Reaſon, 
that I would do my utmolt to prevent the Undertaking 
of That, which, ſhould it ſucceed, I very much ap- 
prehend, cannot but reflect on the Queen's Honour, 
and prove dangerous to Her Miniſters, and ruinous to 
Her People, 

They 
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They are not much acquainted with the World who 
imagine, that thoſe are moſt a Man's Friends, who 
are tor puſhing him on in an ad vent'rous Undertaking, 
tis often done with a quite different View than what 


the common People imagine. Thus in the Affair of 
Dr. Szcheverel, ſeveral very good Churchmen, who 
make now no inconfiderable Figure, appeard very 
Zealous for that Proſecution, wiſely foreſceing what 
would be the Event of it; and there are thoſe who 
are no Friends to the preſent Meaſures, who, for the 
like Reaſons, are ſorry that this Treaty of Commerce 
was not ratify'd, as it was deſir'd. 

To be plain then, Sir, I hope you and all your 
Friends will ſpare no Pains to prevent thoſe Perſons 
from being Choſen, who have already given their 
Votes for the 8th and 9th Articles, and that you will 
pitch upon ſuch to ſucceed them, as you can depend 
upon, it never will, 

In the next place, when you have choſen your Re- 
preſentatives, 1 hope you will give them ample In- 
tiruttions, how to ſccure your Trade with Portugal, 
to explain and amend your Treaty of Commerce with 
France, and to examine into all the other Branches of 
your Trade. You may command them to puriue your 
Orders; they are your Servants ; and formerly you, 
and none but you, paid them their Wages. Amientily, 
the Burroughs always give Inſtructions to their Mem- 
bers, eſpecially in Mztters uf this Nature, of which 
you are the proper, nay the only Jadges. Do not be 
banter'd out of your Senſes; be 2tfured, that neither 
the Church, nor the Prerogitive, have any thing to 
do in this matter. Treatys that relate to Trade only, 
and to confirm which fcveral Laws mutt be repeal'd, 
may be alrer'd, without derogiting from her Majeſty's 
Honour. You know, that even the Barrier and Suc- 
ceſſion Treaty, upon a Repreſentation from the Houſe 
of Commons, was alter'd, tho that was a Treaty of a 
mixt Nature, and of the bighelt Conſequence . 

e. 
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ble. YourTrade is youts,your Wives and your Childrens 
Bread, your are to earn it, and you k now beſt how 
it is to be done. If your chuſe Members only to give 
away your Money, and to ratify whatcver is laid be- 
fore them, even in Matters of Trade, this will be 
more like a Parliament of Paris, than the Repreſcn- 
tative of the Free People of Britain. Be afſfur.d, 
that if this Treaty of Commerce, as now offer'd in 
the Sth and th Articles, is once corarm'd by a Houſe 
of Commons, you will never get off from it, neither 
you, nor your Children's Children; for whatever 
may be the Event of any future War, as none can be 
more ſucccſ>jul tban this has been, and as no body has 
had fo great a Hand in the making of this Peace as 
our ſelves, this Treaty of Commerce will always be 
pinn'd down upon Britain. 

It a Clergyman, who, without Reflection, may be 
{nppoz*d not to be deep lead in Commerce; if a 
Couttier, who, you know, is already prepoſſeſs'd, 
ſhould endeavour to per{wade you to act againſt your 
true Intercit, Remember that you have gtatify'd the 
Clcrgy, by exerting your fclves ſo ſeaſonably and vi- 
goroulfly tor our Chuich; that you have obliged the 


Ct, by approving of the Peace; and now 'tis 


highly tcaſonable that you, in your turn, ſhould be 
ſatisſy'd in point df Trade. You have wiſely re:y'd on 
the Judgment of the Clergy in the firſt, upon that of 
the Miniſtry in the ſecond ; for God's ke, truſt to 
no Bcdy's Judgment bur your own in the laſt, 

[ muſt alſo tell you, that as you have a Right to 
inſtruct your particular Members, ſo you have a Kight 
to apply to the whole B dy, when aſſembled; which 
it you do not, you can never anſwer it to your ſelves, 
or your Polteritys. In order to this, you mult be ſure 
to have humble and modeſt Petitions ready at every 
Place againſt the mecting of the Pirliament; for the 
flinging out the Bill was in a great Meaſure owing to 
Lol ſcaſonable Applications. 1 
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I need not tell you, that it is your undoubted Right 
to addreſs your ſelves directly io Her Majeſty ; there 
are, I believe, few, or none of you, but have of late 
been receiv'd very graciouſly by Her; and ſo moſt 
certainly you will be ag1in, it you obſerve the R; ſpect 
due to ſo Grear, and fo Good a Queen; whol.. Ears ate 
always open to Her People's Prayers, as well as to 
their Congrarulations, 

I ſhall conclude with a ſhort Obſervation apon the 
ſ-cond Paragraph of Her Majeſty's Sprech, where 
She is pleas'd to promile that She will apply the 
Supplys the Parliament has given, as far as they will 
reach, to ſatisfy the Services they have voted. This 
has very much ſtartled abundance of People, becauſe 
they think it implys, that there will be great Exceed- 
ings to be made good next Ver; and then, fay they, 
To what Purpoſe his Two Shillings in the Pound upon 
Land been taken off, if all the Money that has been gi 
ven won't anſwer the Services for which the Pablicg 
Credit ſtands engag*d ? What great Help is it to the Na- 
tion, if wh:t is abated this Tear, muſt be paid the next? 
Beſides, it was hoped, that two Snillings upon Lind, 
the whole Erg, with the additional Scorch Malt, 
and the Exchequer-Bills, and the Civil-Liſt Mortgage, 
and the Civil-Liſt it ſelf (which in times of Peace, 
amounts to near a Million) might have been ſufficient 
to have anſwer'd all the ordinary and cxtraordinary 
E.xnences of the Government, now we ar2 esd of the 


J. 1 
The Land Tax, 900000 OM o 
The Malt, without the Scorch, —— 500000 © O 
New Exchequer-Bills, —- ———1 20000 © o 
Civil Liſt-Mortgage, — 500000 O O 
Civil-Liſt it ſell, — —— 900000 o o 


(20 
Iam ſorry Four Millions ſhould not ſupply all the 
Occafions of this Year ; but you ſee there will be a 
N-ceffity for a pretty deal of Money to be rais'd, 
cen in time of Peace, which, I hope, will be a ſufti- 
cient Caution to you to take care to chaſe ſuch Repre- 
ſentativets as will be frugal of the Publick Treaſure, 
as well as mindfull of your Trade. Pray ſhew this 
Letter to all our Friends, and remember me kindly to 


them, 
I am, Oc. 
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LI of thoſe that zoted for 


the French Commerce-Bull. L. 
Berks.” 
IR John Stonehouſe, 
ounty 4 Robert Packer 
indſor Charles Aldworth 
Leading John Dalb 
Vallingford Tho, Renda 
Bucks, 
reat Marlow George Bruere 
zuckinghnam Tho. Chapman 
hipping Wicomb Charles Godfrey 
ylesbury Simon Harcourt 
* Colonel Drake 
— 4 Francis Duncombe 
Cambridgeſhire, 
ambridge Town Sir John Hind Cotton 
N * 
Sir R. Vivian 
ny ; John Trevannion 
zunceſton George Clark 
eſtwithiel General Hill 
zodmin Ruſſel Robarts 
elſton rare = e. ä 
; Sir William Carew 
ataſh ? Jonathan Elford 
amelford Sir Bou. Wray 
t, Maws John Anſtis 
rampound Thomas Coke . 


Pentyn 
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Penryn Alexander Pandarves 
Tregony — 88 
He 10N 
Bolliney | Jobn de 
- arnard Granville 
Fowey 2 Henry Vincent, Junior 
St. Michael A Blackmore 
Darbyſbire. 
Derby 4 Nathaniel Curzon 
Edward Mundy 
Devon. 
Exeter John Snell 
Totneſs Francis G 
Barnſtaple Sir Nicholas Hooper 
Honiton pon Shepheard 
Taviſtock ames Bultee! 
Aſhburton Andrew Quick 
Clifton Dartmouth Frederick Hern 
Tiverton Sir Edward Northey 
Dor ſetſhare. 
County Richard Bingham 
Dorcheſter Sir Nathanael Napier 


William Hervy 
Melcomb. Regis 4 Sir Thomas Hardy 


Shaftſbury Edward Nicholas 
Corf Caſtle Richard Fowndces 
Durham. 
County Sir Robert Eden 
Durham City Thomas Coniers 
Eſſex. 
County Sir Richard Child 
Colcheſter William Gore 
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Sir Thomas Morgan 
James Bridges | 
Thomas Foley 


Edward Harley 
Hertfordſhire, 


ohn Ga 
Gatte Eber 
4 Richard Gulſton 
OY, Hunti ng don. L 
Sir John Cotton 
.. 
Percival Hart 
4 John Hardreſs 
Henry Lee 
$ Sir John Leake 
William Cage 
James Herbert 
Lancaſhire, + 
Henry Fleetwood 
Thomas Leigh 
f. Sir og Braidſhaw 
George Kenyon 
Leieefterſtive 
Sir George Beaumont 
Lincolnſbire. 
Thomas Liſter 
Arthur Moor 


Mid- 
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Middleſex, 


; Thomas Medlycott 
Weſtminſter 4 Sir Thomas Croſs 
London Sir William Withers 

Monmouthſhire. 
Monmouth Clayton Milburn 
Norfolk. 
County Sir John Woodhouſe 
Norwich Richard Berney . 
Great Yarmouth Richard Ferrier 
Caſtle-rifing Hor. Walpole 
Northamptonſhire, 
Brackley John Bourk 
Northumberland. 
County Thomas Forſter 
as. upon F Sir William Blacket - 
Tyne William Wrightſon 
Nottingham. 
Newark upon Trent Richard Newdigate 
Oxfordſhire. 
Univerſity Sir William Whitlock 
Oxford 1 Sir John Walter 
Thomas Rowney 
Banbury Charles North 
Rutlandſhire, 
County Richard Halford 
Salop. 
Shrewſbury Edward Creſſet 
— Richard Creſwel 
Ludlow Acton Baldwyn 
Sir Robert Raymond 
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Somer ſetſbire. 
ounty Sir William Wyndham | 
ells Edward Coulſton : | 
aunton Henty Portman | 
ridgewater Nathaniel Palmer 
Sir Jahn Trevilian 
mehead | 4 Sir Jacob Bancks 
Sir James Bateman 
(cheſter 4 Land Phelips 


Southampton. 
Chriſtopher Harris 
douthampton Richard Flemming 
: Sir William Gifford 
ortmouth 1 Sir James Wiſhart 


William Seymour 


al £1 2 Colonel Stephens 
l Henry Worſeley 
48 | 2 James Worſeley 
Willam Etrick 
bon 4 Sir Peter Mew 
3 Frederick Tilney 
4 Thomas Vernon 
Staffordſhire. 
Charles Bagot 
4 4 William Ward 
Newcaſtle un. Line William _ 
| oſeph Girdler 
n. 4 — Bracebridge 7 
Suffolk, 
ounty Sir Robert Davers 
Cd Sir Edward Turner 
To 2 Clement Currance 
Aldborough Sir * Johnſon = 
U - 


Sudbury 


Ryegate 


Haſlemere 


County 
Horiham 


Bramber 
Steyning 


Greenſtced 


County 
Coventry 
Warwick 


Coun 
Apulby 
County 
Hindon 
Cricklade 


Great Bedwin 


Ludgerſhal 


d S:rum 
Marlborough 


2 
: Robert Ecklyn 
John Mead 
Surry. 
** Ward 
heophilus Oglethorp 
ä Suſſex. 
Charles Eversfield 
John Middleton 
William Shippen 
Henry Goring 
4 - Leeves 
John Coniers 
4 Leonard Gale 
Warwickſhire. 
Sir William Boughton 
Sir Chriſtoper Hales 
Dodington Greville 
77 eſtmorland. 
James Graham 
Thomas Lutwytch 
IWilts. 
Sir Richard How 
Edmund Lambert 
Warner Lee 
Samuel Robinſon 
Thomas Millington 
5 John Webb 
7 Thomas Pearce 
William Hervey 
Robert Bruce 
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Worceſterſhire, 


Sir John Packington 
County 1 or Pitts 1 
Worceſter =p rar _ 

15 ward Fo 
Droitwich Edward Jello 
Eveſham Sir Edward Godere 
Bewdley Salway Winnington 

Torkſhire. 
York Robert Benſon 
Knareſborough Robert OT 
Scarborough John Hungerford 
Rippon John harp 
Boroughbrigg Craven Peyton 
Aldborough Robert Munckton 
Cinque Ports. 
Haſtings Sir Joſeph Martyn 
83 John Mitchell ” 
Seaford William Lownds 
WALES. 

Angleſey Lord Buckley 
Beaumaris Henry Bertie 
Flint Sir John Conway 
Radnor County Thomas Harley 
Radnor Lord Harley 

SCQTLAN D. 
Aberdeen Sir Alexander Cumin 
Aircburgh Charles Olyphant 
Bamff ſhire Alexander Abercrombie 
Damfreyſhire James Murray 


Edin. 


Fdinburghſhire 
Elgin 

Fifeſhire 
Pittenweem 


Angusſhire 


Lanerkſhire 
Lidlithgowſhire 
Perthſhire 
Roſsſhire 
Selkirkſhire 


Starlingfhire 
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George Lockhart 
Alexander Reid 
Sir Alex. Areskin Lord Lyon 
General Hamilton 
John Carnegy 
William Levingſton 
Sir James Hamilton 
John Houſton 
Lord james Murray 
Charles Roſs 
John Pringle 
Sir Hugh Paterſon 


———— — 
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